218 11th Street SW PL
m goMl-Eﬂu Spe;eceer, IA 5128?
| Ph: (712) 580-5075

Real People. Real Solutions. Bolton-Menk.com

February 19, 2020

Board of Supervisors
Palo Alto Co Courthouse
1010 Broadway
Emmetsburg, IA 50536

RE:  Proposed Emmetsburg Area Drainage Improvements
Lower Main Tile Assessment District
Drainage District No. 180
Palo Alto County, Iowa
Project No.: P11.108654

Dear Board Members:

In the fall of 2018, recommended improvements to the Drainage District No. 180 tile system were
approved at hearing. An appeal from that decision was filed in district court calling into question the
lands in the district that were determined to be benefited. The owners of these lands held the right to file
objections to the proposed improvements. The board had determined that the objections filed were
insufficient to legally stop the work. The judge took considerable time to respond. His decision found
errors in the proceedings, ordered a new hearing and canceled the active construction contract. It is
intended that this report will be considered for the ordered new hearing and new procedures.

Completed Work

Prior to the issuance of the court order, a construction contract had been let and work had begun on the
planned open ditch and the lower 1,300 LF of the new tile system. These items have been completed for
the benefit of the district, and the judge ordered that the district pay for that work done. The cost of this
work has not yet been assessed to the district, and is therefore shown on the attached Engineer’s Opinion
of Probable Cost at an estimated $507,000. If the improvements proposed herein are not constructed, the
accrued project costs will be assessed against the assessment district.

The previous contractor had an agreement with a concrete pipe and structure supplier and had purchased
other materials that were not installed at the time the court order was issued. The supplier of the concrete
pipe and structures for the work completed has agreed to sell to the district the material at the 2019 prices
quoted. This agreement will help to somewhat limit the increase in total project cost resulting from
canceling the first contract and means that if the project is approved, for the concrete and other items
purchased by the district, only the cost of installation will be bid. Some other materials will also be
purchased directly by the district from the original contractor and suppliers.

The estimated cost of the construction materials planned to be directly purchased by the district is shown
on the attached Estimate of Project Costs in the amount of $576,000.

Proposed Improvements - Recommended

The improvements proposed at this time are essentially the same as those presented at the previous
hearing. A 54” diameter concrete pipe will start at the end of the previously constructed line and continue
west, connecting to the 48” diameter pipe already in place under the Casino entrance road. This entrance
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